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Barry Lingham informing participants on the GFNC excursion to Balyang Sanctuary. See full report on p. 8 

Photo: Deborah Evans 


Tonight... 

... Tracey Hinton will speak about the work the Animal Health Laboratories are doing to use gene modification techniques 

At the March meeting... 

... TBA 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to Barry 
Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated onto the site frequently. 

GFNC Web page: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 
e-mail address: qfnc@vicnet.net.au 



Juvenile Shining Bronze-Cuckoo being fed by a Yellow- 
rumped Thornbill, Ocean Grove, near boat ramp on estuary. 

Photo: Jenny Carr 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at general 
meetings. 


The photo on the front cover, by Gordon McCarthy, is a chance to 
compare the relative sizes of a Red-kneed Dotterel and a Black-fronted 
Dotterel, Lake Lome, Drysdale 29/12/2012. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to 
chat to other members and visitors. 


The photo on the back cover, by Jenny Carr, is of young Tawny 
Frogmouths. 
























Out and about 
Insect investigations 


... Valda Dedman 


B ugs suck. No, I am not being derogatory. Sucking is 
what distinguishes bugs from other insects. Their 
feeding apparatus is a rostrum, a specialised ‘straw’ which 
first pierces the food source. Some bugs do have nasty 
habits. Think of bed bugs or bugs that suck the goodness 
out of our treasured plants. Some are very colourful, such 
as the jewel bugs. The Parent Bug gets its name from its 
attentive care of its children; adults remain with their 
offspring for several weeks after they hatch. This is 
relatively rare behaviour in the insect world. 

The ‘true’ bugs are the half-winged, the Hemiptera; their 
wings lie along the body when at rest. In Australia there 
are more than 5500 known species, some with very 
interesting habits. When mating, the bed bug dispenses 
with niceties; the male just pierces the female’s body wall 
to deposit his sperm, which migrate to the egg through her 
body fluid. Assassin bugs are killers. Their mouthparts 
have become modified into a weapon (the proboscis). 
They ambush their prey, which they grasp with their legs, 
then they stab and they suck their victim to death. Beware, 
they can ‘bite’ you too. 

There are three main parts to the Order Hemiptera, based 
on wing structure and body form. Scale insects and 
aphids, for instance, have few veins in their wings and are 
soft-bodied; leaf-hoppers and cicadas have many veins in 
their wings and have harder bodies; while assassin and 
crusader bugs are hard-bodied and their 
forewings have a toughened base. 


Now, what has led me to bugs? Two photos 
from Helen Schofield, of bugs that she came 
upon while cleaning Dodonaea viscosa 
seeds at the Barwon Water nursery. They 
were both very colourful creatures and we 
did our best to identify them. The red and 
black one may be Choerocoris paganus, the 
Red Jewel Bug or Ground Shield Bug, which 
is known to feed on Dodonaea seeds. The 
pretty little yellow one with the black bands 
on its back and its yellow shoulders could 
possibly be a nymph of the Parent Bug 
Elasmucha sp. 


Dodonaea, was called Hopbush by 
early white settlers in Australia 
because of a supposed similarity of 
the winged seed bundles to hops, 
and beer was brewed from them. A 
strange-tasting and bitter drink, but 
beer can be brewed from many 
plants. Hopbush is a member of the 
Soapberry Sapindaceae family, 
which includes Lychees, Rambutin 
and Tamarind. Aborigines knew D. 
viscosa as the Oyster Bush 
because when the winged seed 
capsules had deepened in colour to 
reddish-orange, they knew the 
oysters on the coast were ready for 
harvesting. Hopbushes have 



Elasmucha sp. 

Photo: 



always been used for medicinal purposes by native 
peoples, particularly in treating wounds or relieving 
toothache. Peruvian Indians also chewed the leaves as a 
substitute for Coca. The addition of ash or lime would help 
to neutralise toxic chemicals. Dodonaea is known to 
contain cyanogenic glycoside. 

Ants may also collect fallen seeds—they like the 
elaisomes, nutritious fleshy attachments, so they store the 
seeds in piles below ground, thus keeping them safe and 
ready to crack open and germinate after a bushfire. 

During December the cicadas started calling, as they do 
here every year. These very big bugs had come up out of 
the soil—we found their split-open shiny brown nymphal 
cases—and now we saw the big greengrocer cicadas. It is 
thought the greengrocers live for several years below the 
soil. Some emerge here every year. 

Two cases, one not fully solved 

Bugs suck and caterpillars chew. The November Naturalist 
carried photos of two case-moths, the Leaf Hylarcta 
huebneri and the Faggot or Lictor Clania ignobilis, from 
Lynne Clarke’s garden. Lynne went off to Africa for a 
month and I kept the caterpillars in ajar in my living room. 
The Faggot Case-moth showed no action and was 
replaced with a larger specimen from a Fuchsia Gum 
Eucalyptus forrestiana and kept in its own jar. Each jar 

had a lid which was not fully across the top, 
the gap allowing air to circulate but not wide 
enough to let the caterpillar escape. At night 
they would sometimes attach themselves to 
the undersurface of the lid and hang there. 
Both caterpillars were active and ate 
voraciously; they were supplied with fresh 
leaves and produced plenty of droppings, 
round and black. 


I observed the Leaf Case-moth closely from 
26 October 2012 onwards, removing 
droppings from its jar and supplying it with 
fresh hakea foliage, whose new tips it 
seemed to prefer. On 19 November it 

attached itself to a piece of foliage, 
produced no more droppings and 
there was no further evidence of 
leaves having been chewed during 
the night. It stayed hanging in the 
same spot and I guessed it was 
either changing to a later instar or 
pupating. 


Helen Schofield 


Leaf Case-moth pupal case Photo: Valda Dedman 


Then, on 29th December, I glanced 
over at the jar, which sat on a small 
table near my chair, and noticed 
movement. There was a dark little 
moth flying around. At the bottom of 
the moth’s former case ‘home’ was a 
shiny black pupal case, from which 
the male moth had just emerged. I 
was in luck; had it been a female it 
would have remained within its case 
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and I would have been none the wiser. I wanted to try and 
photograph it before returning it to its hakea bush. 
Unfortunately it became a victim of its own youthful 
ingenuity, became entangled in its own silken ladders and 
died. The moth was exactly as described by Dave King 
(2007j. (see illustration). 



Leaf Case-moth Illustration: Dave King 


The large Faggot Case-moth has been kept under 
observation since early December 2012 and was very 
active with a good appetite. On 23 December it appeared 
to be eating little and attached itself near the top of the jar. 
We went away from 24-28 December, so I supplied it with 
plenty of food and air, but it did not appear to have moved 
or eaten over this period. Was it going through a nymphal 
skin-shedding? Then on 29 December it moved to hang 
on the underside of the lid, and soon after the caterpillar 
head appeared at the lid ‘entrance’. I gave it fresh leaves, 
removed the lid and sat back for some quality observation 
time. 

It used silk to negotiate smooth surfaces such as the glass 
jar, and to drop to the ground or even climb back up. 

I changed its landscape several times, repositioning leafy 
twigs, which was meant to make life easier, but it often 
caused problems. A leaf can present a formidable 
obstacle when you have a heavy stick case to carry round, 
particularly if one of the sticks is very long and can get 
caught. The caterpillar usually walked sideways along the 
edge of a stem or leaf, its case hanging down. Time and 
again it would crawl along, try to haul its case over the leaf 
and then retreat, moving along just inside the rim of the jar 
along a silken roadway it had built. It would protrude its 
whole thorax, leaning backwards in search of something 
new to grasp. Inside the case it holds on with its prolegs, 
stubby appendages furnished with a set of micro-hooks 
(crochets) at the end. 

The caterpillar head was shiny black, the body was pale 
grey with black markings, the legs ended in claws. I took 


pity on it and let it walk along my arm and those claws, 
while not piercing the skin, were sharp indeed. 

Then, on 31 December, it gave up all wandering, attached 
itself to the side of the jar, near the top, and has not 
moved since. The head and thorax now appear to be 
protruding and completely covered with silk. Is the 
caterpillar dead or pupating inside the stick case? Is there 
a female inside? Should I place the jar in the vicinity of the 
Fuchsia Gum in Lynne’s garden? 

Case moth caterpillars may live up to a year and may go 
two months in spring without eating (Leach). 

About mid-March many young appear. '... each larva 
lowers itself by a thread. Within an hour, each has made a 
case of silk, sand-grains, scraps of paper, bits of bark or 
leaves, or whatever is available. Her whole life through, 
the female never leaves this. At first the case is carried 
vertically. When alarmed, the larva pulls the case, 
resembling a tiny candle-extinguisher, over the head. 

More material is added to the mouth end, until bits of 
leaves and sticks make the case too heavy, and it hangs 
down. 

The larva is often a great wanderer and may occasionally 
be found on a busy road. The case hangs on a tree 
throughout the winter. In November lictor case-moths may 
have a dozen or more sticks of about the same length, 
though one or two may be longer. These are fastened at 
the top end, but are, at first, free at the bottom, [see 
Lorraine Phelan's video http://bit.ly/11iNSYD]. They may 
be twice the length of the case. Later, the case will be 
found with the sticks firmly sewn down, constituting a rigid, 
strong cylinder, some of the original short cases will be at 
the top, and some at the bottom. Just how the case is 
spread out is not known. The cases are made of silk and 
whatever material is available. (Leach, pp. 306-7). 
Sometimes grass stems, sand grains or even string is 

incorporated into the case.sometimes the twigs are 

arranged in a spiral band to make a perfectly tapering 
case. 

There is more to be learned about them, especially in their 
adult stage, where we rarely encounter them. 
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Records of bird observations for 2012 and 2011 


T he Geelong Bird Report provides a ‘snap-shot in time’ of 
the birds of the Geelong Region and the more records 
we have of birds in unusual places, unusual numbers (high 
or low) or behaving in interesting or unusual ways, the more 
comprehensive the ‘picture’ will be. So if you have records 
of bird observations for 2012, please sort them out and 
pass them on to Craig (contact details inside back cover of 
Naturalist) so they can be included in the 2012 Geelong 


...Craig Motley, Editor of Geelong Bird Report 

Bird Report. New recording formats are available if you’d 
like to have a try; but the format is not essential. 

Also, it’s not too late for 2011, so if you have records of 
bird observations for 2011 please sort them out and send 
them in as soon as possible. 
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Vale Hans Streefkerk 


H ans Streefkerk first joined the Geelong 
Field Naturalists Club in 1963. His love of 
animals and birds attracted him to the newly 
formed Club. He developed many friendships 
with members during his decades of 
participation in activities where his quiet 
humour, generous spirit and perceptive 
observations were much appreciated. Hans 
was a committee member for some years and 
he and Pat often led excursions with the Bird 
Group. 

Hans was born in Indonesia in 1932 where his 
father worked for the Shell company. His 
father was killed at the beginning of WW II and 
young Hans helped his family survive during 
the Japanese occupation of Indonesia. He 
enjoyed visiting the zoo and was able to sneak 
in there at night to obtain birds for the family 
dinner. Vegetables were obtained by breaking 
the light illuminating the Japanese vegetable 
garden and sneaking back later to snatch a 
feed. 



Hans and friends on a Mid-week Bird Group 


excursion. 


However, Hans was just as excited by the 
more common Red-rumped Parrots nesting in 
the spouts as by sighting rarer birds. 
Sometimes, a major drama was witnessed. 
Almost exactly four years ago, Hans saw a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle flying in to land near the 
creek at the farm. It had a rabbit in its talons 
and as it alighted, a fox darted out, snatched 
the rabbit and ran away. These observations have all been recorded 
in the publications of the Field Nats and will endure into the future. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


nature, able to note events without disturbing 
the birds or other wildlife he was watching. He 
knew everything that was going on on his 
beloved farm. Hans shared his observations 
with the Bird Group, so we knew when the first 
Flame Robins returned in the autumn or when 
the nests of the resident fairy-wrens had been 
infiltrated by a sneaky bronze-cuckoo. 
Sometimes an unusual species appeared such 
as the Black-tailed Native-hens that arrived 
during the drought. Hans recorded his first 
Crested Pigeon in 2005 and this species has 
since become common in the region. 


After the war, the family returned to Holland and Hans eventually 
emigrated to Australia with little money and few contacts. However, 
he was able to turn his hand to many jobs around Victoria before 
settling on the Bellarine and working for Alcoa. Pat and Hans moved 
to a small farm in Freshwater Creek where they raised their beloved 
donkeys, hinnies and mules. Hans was a marvellous observer of 


We have been fortunate to share Han’s insightful observations, his 
humour and his camaraderie. He will be remembered and sadly 
missed by his friends at the Geelong Field Naturalists Club. 

Barry Lingham 


Vale Dorothy Mahler 

M any Club members will have fond memories of Dorothy Mahler who passed away on 12 December last year. Dorothy and her partner 
Noel Schleiger were active members of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, but also came to many GFNC activities, often bringing 
Dorothy’s father Andy, an amazingly sprightly nonagenarian when he last came on one of our excursions. They were also regulars at 
SEANA, ANN and high country summer campouts. Dorothy and Noel had a house at Point Lonsdale, sharing their knowledge of the area 
with us on excursions. They both also had an extensive knowledge of shells and fossil shells; Dorothy spoke on shells at a GFNC meeting 
and she and Noel ran a ‘shelling’ excursion for us at Edwards Point. 

‘Dorothy and Noel usually went to the SEANA and ANN camps, they also came on the High Country Summer campouts and often brought 
Andy along too. I remember that Dorothy gave a talk quite a long time ago about shells and Noel about geology to a monthly meeting, I 
can’t be more specific than that. Noel gave a talk at the Baw Baw summer campout about the relevant geology.’ Joan 


‘Dorothy came along to quite a few functions and excursions, and Noel was the person 
we asked to run several excursions and talks in the past. I remember the geology 
based bus excursion run by Noel looking at features between Ballarat and Melbourne 
(based around a book he wrote), plus talks on local geology. I believe Noel carried out a 
long term survey of the height of the sands along the Pt Lonsdale foreshore and also 
the sea levels around there. Noel and Dorothy had extensive knowledge of shells and 
fossil shells.’ Barry 

‘Dorothy, other than she was a very pleasant person and great supporter of Noel. They 
had a wonderful trip with ANN in 2008 up to Kakadu—that was the time Andy got away 
from the main group somehow and everyone thought he was lost! But—no! Andy used 
his bush skills at 93 years of age and followed his tracks back to the road, having a 
small sip from his water bottle every so often (to make it last) when a very occasional 
vehicle happened to go by, stopping in amazement to see little Andy out in the middle 
of nowhere all by himself! They drove him back to camp, not knowing that helicopters 
had been called out and a search party was in action! I remember the helicopter and NT 
police landing back at Mary River camp and I think Dorothy and Noel were on board. 
Andy there to greet them! A happy ending! Not that that is particularly about Dorothy 
except that her nonegenarian (?) father kept her on her toes’. Diana 

Deborah Evans 


Dorothy Mahler, birding up on the top of Injalak Hill, 
at Gunbalanya (Oenpelli) in Arnhem Land in 2008. 
Very characteristic of Dorothy—she had her back to 
some world-famous rock art which we'd gone there 
to see, and laid out below was a great view over the 
Kakadu flood plain, but all she was interested in was 
the birds. 

Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 
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Mammal report 


...Trevor Pescott 


Mammal Atlas additions 


Short-beaked Echidna 

1 

25/10/12 

Noted crossing the Skipton-Shelford Road. 

AW 


1 

30/11/12 

Buckley Falls Park, photographed in the Manna Gum Woodland, 

Fyansford. 

NTu 


1 

05/12/12 

Whinray Road, Meredith, in regenerating woodland; it hid under a small 
bushy eucalypt when disturbed. 

WCo 



13/01/13 

A young animal with soft-looking fur but no spines found in a pile of mulch 
near Anglesea; an adult was seen about 200 m away an hour earlier, 
possibly the parent of the young one. 

AW 


1 

13/01/13 

Otway Ranges: on the side of Erskine Falls Road at Blanketleaf Picnic 
Ground, at 1.30 p.m. 

SI,TP 

Dusky Antechinus 

1 

24/12/12 

Observed at Yaugher. 

TP 

Koala 

1 

19/11/12 

Maude, sitting beside the road at the north side of township. 

WCo, 

KCo, OCo 


1 

24/11/12 

Whinray Road, Meredith; in windbreak near house. Heard grunting at 

8.00 a.m., then found sitting in a low fork of a tree. Noted its left eye was 
missing and there was a bald patch around the chest gland. At 4.00 p.m. it 
was asleep in a slightly higher fork, and awake at 7.00 p.m. It had 
disappeared by the following morning. 

WCo 


1 

01/12/12 

Yaugher; reportedly seen along Boundary Rd near Caspers Access. 

JBe 


2 

06/12/12 

Little River picnic ground, Brisbane Ranges, at least two heard grunting. 

SI,TP 


1 

14/01/13 

In Forrest between Grant Street and Turner Drive beside the Colac Road at 
2.00 a.m. 

JBe 

Common Ringtail Possum 

1 

30/11/12 

North Valley Road, Highton, on telephone wires at night, illuminated by 
lightning flashes before heavy rain began. 

VWD 

Long-nosed Potoroo 

1 

09/01/13 

Yaugher, observed near house. 

TP 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

1 

02/12/12 

Aston Creek near Meredith; sitting in dense vegetation. ‘It was looking in 
my direction, sniffing the air; it heard me move but still stayed where it was. 

It had battered ears, grey muzzle, and possibly poor eyesight.’ 

WCo 

Bat sp. 


08/01/13 

You Yangs; many roosting in the ceiling of the Information Centre. The 
species has not been determined but they may be Lesser Long-eared or 
Gould’s Wattled. 

JLo,TP 

Swamp Rat 


09/01/13 

Yaugher, noted near house. 

TP 

Australian Fur Seal 

1 

20/12/12 

A half-grown individual asleep on the rocky beach between Bells and 

WCo, 




Southside. 

CCo 

Feral Goat 

1 

06/12/12 

Brisbane Ranges, found dead on dry creek bed below the Little River picnic 
ground. 

SI,TP 


Thirsty nights 


T o test how well the Club’s Pix Controllers 
cameras are working, I focused one on a 
small waterhole near our house at Yaugher for 
several nights early in January, during a spell of 
hot weather. 

I was astonished to find these four species were 
using the water—it points out just how important 
the water is to mammals. The Feral Cat, Short- 
beaked Echidna and Bush Rat where 
photographed only once, but the Common 
Ringtail Possum was ‘caught’ several times. 
Perhaps there was more than one individual. 

One or two possums live in the roof of our house 
and we hear them running along the spouting to 
an overhanging branch about an hour after 
dark—well, I don’t hear them but they send our 
Jack Russell into an absolute frenzy, and that 
tells me they are leaving for the night. They 
return just before daylight. 



Bush Rat Feral Cat 
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Short-beaked Echidna 

Common Ringtail Possum 
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Reptile and amphibian (Herpetology) report 


...Trevor Pescott 


Southern Brown Tree Frog 

1 

22/12/12 

Yaugher, in long grass near waterhole. 

TP 

Pobblebonk Frog 

1 

06/12/12 

Brisbane Ranges, calling from the dry river bed at the Little River picnic 
ground; also spawn probably from this species on a waterhole beside 
Thompson Road. 

SI,TP 

Common Froglet 


06/12/12 

Calling from creek in Anakie Gorge and at the Little River picnic ground, 
Brisbane Ranges. 

SI,TP 

Cunningham’s Skink 

1 

21/11/12 

Photographed with movement-activated camera at Aston-Eclipse Creeks, 
Brisbane Ranges, investigating a bait-box. 

CCo 

White’s Skink 

1 

17/11/12 

Found dead in garden, Whinray Road, Meredith. 

CCo 

Garden Skink 

Few 

06/12/12 

Little River picnic ground, Brisbane Ranges. 

SI,TP 


Few 

09/12/12 

Dog Rocks Sanctuary, caught by a boy during a luncheon at the 
homestead. 

TP 


1 

17/12/12 

Yaugher, sunning on stack of rocks. 

TP 


1 

22/12/12 

Yaugher, under tile along powerline easement. 

TP 

Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

15/01/13 

Yaugher, in my strawberry patch; ‘is this why 1 can’t find any ripe berries— 
bluetongues are said to relish them.’ 

TP 


1 

28/01/13 

Beside house on Portreath Road, Bellbrae West. 

AW 

Eastern Brown Snake 

1 

13/01/13 

Curled beside Ridge Track, Brisbane Ranges; ‘Kristen spotted after Wendy 
and Owen had walked past.’ 

CCo 

Mainland Tiger Snake 

1 

15/01/13 

Drank at waterhole beside Gundry Road, in the Great Otway National Park; 

‘it returned to drink a second time as 1 watched from the opposite side of the 
water about 5 minutes later.’ 

AW 


1 

25/01/13 

Yaugher; ‘it had become tangled in some netting 1 had been getting ready in 
the garden shed to cover the fruit trees, and 1 had to carefully cut away the 
net to release it.’ 

TP 

Lowland Copperhead 

1 

14/11/12 

Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith, on the edge of a dam at 9.20 a.m. 

WCo 


1 

24/11/12 

Whinray Road, Meredith; ‘it was lying on a dirt path beside a flower bed. 
When 1 approached, it quickly moved into the neighbouring windbreak.’ 

WCo 


1 

30/11/12 

On an overgrown track, Bald Hills Road, Anglesea Heath. 

AW 


1 

04/01/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith; ‘moved fast across grass into shady, bushy flower 
bed where 1 lost sight of it.’ 

WCo 

Leatherback Turtle 

1 

06/12/12 

Photographed beside a fishing boat in Portland Harbour. (Although this is 
outside our area, it is a very interesting record.) 

per 

GW 



Eastern Brown Snake Photo: Colin Cook Cunningham’s Skink investigating a bait box, Brisbane Ranges. 

Photo triggered by camera. 


Other fauna 

Banjo Shark 3 20/01/13 Cruising in the shallow water off Edwards Point. AW, PW 

(aka Southern Fiddler Ray) 

Observers in mammal, herpetology and other fauna reports: 

AW, Alison Watson; CCo, Colin Cook, GW, Geoff Wilson; JBe, John Berry; JLo, Judy Locke; KCo, Kristen Cook; NTu, Ned Turcinov; 
OCo, Owen Cook; PW, Phil Watson; SI, Shona Innes; TP, Trevor Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman; WCo, Wendy Cook 
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This month 


...Joe Hubbard 


A single flower is not much to 
look at, tiny, starry and creamy 
yellow. But if it is presented as 
dense pyramidal panicles adorning 
a small tree, with a waft a 
fragrance added, you have the 
insignificant becoming eye¬ 
catching—certainly car-stopping! 
And what have you got? A Sweet 
Bursaria. 

Of course it's better if this small 
tree has the right setting, just as a 
painting needs to be framed. How 
about have it lining a winding 
narrow bush road descending to a 
creek crossing, where more can be 
found, covered with flowers, their 
scent hanging in the air, and busy 
with numerous butterflies. 



Sweet Bursaria 


And believe me, to be in such a place, at this time, you can 
indulge yourself in the singular pleasure of being at one 
with nature. 

We visited the Brisbane 
Ranges NP, 2/1/13, a 
morning tea only excursion, 
and stayed for the day. In 
spite of the dried out 
wetlands, creeks reduced 
to puddles, and hardy 
plants like Sticky 
Everlastings desiccated 
and dying, there was life! 

So given such harsh 
conditions you wouldn't 
expect to find anything 
flowering and then you 
come across a stunningly 
beautiful Hyacinth Orchid, 
its pale pink flowers a signpost to more growing in the 
nearby bush. And then you drive on to find the bursarias 
just above the Crossing Picnic Area. 

About bursarias and other things 

• Widespread distribution, variety of habitats 

• Flowering Spring-Summer 

• Attracts butterflies; Common, Shouldered Brown and 
Marbled Xenica observed 2/1/13 

• Food plant for Bright Copper Butterfly and food for 
bees—a scarcity this season 

Soldiering on! 

We read about Plague Soldier beetles—the reports of 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, seen on flowering trees, 


and how they were harmless to most living things. So 
when we found them at Lake Lome, Drysdale we were 
armed with some knowledge of their habits—but not 
enough as it turned out. 

Mind you, when 
we first arrived 
we thought they 
were swarming 
bees such were 
their numbers. 

But it was 
amazing how 
many there were 
in one tree. 

There were balls 
of them, a 

cupped hand sized writhing mass, and more, thickly 
coating flowers and branches. So naturally enough a photo 
was required—a really good close-up of a writhing mass. 
So I got underneath one of these balls, got over 
enthusiastic, knocked the branch, and before I could say 
'Plague on you', many of the beetles (it felt like a mass!) 
dropped on me covering hat, shoulders, face, even down 
my shirt. A ticklish situation! So being a calm person I 
carefully assed the situation ... I didn't! I bolted to where 
Val stood. 'You're covered in them!', and she took to 
removing them—which required some time. 

Now completely bug free I can say it's good to be back! 
More about little things (bug catchers) and Brisbane 
Ranges NP next issue—unless something else distracts 
me. Hope this finds you ready to indulge—in a bit of nature 
watching. 

Cheers! 



Hyacinth orchid 



Plague Beetle 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Balyang Sanctuary 

24 January 2013 


...Rosemary Turner 


F ourteen birdwatchers, including three keen visitors, 
met on a hottish Thursday morning. But we found 
shade, and had a good outing. 

School rowers and their coaches were rowdy but seemed 
not to phase the darters in at least six nests overhanging 
the river. There were over 14 birds, adults, juveniles and 
fledglings, and we saw their range of plumage from shiny 
black with rufous neck markings (male) to cream with 
black and white striation and hatching (female), and the 
downy rufous-cream of the young. 

Alongside the darters nests were several Little Pied 
Cormorants’ nests with guardian roosting birds. Also on 
the river we saw a Nankeen Night Heron, flopping around 
in deep foliage, perhaps unnerved by the river traffic. 

The wetland ponds along Shannon Avenue are now well 
vegetated, after redevelopment by Corangamite 
Catchment Authority over ten years ago. The water levels 
are rapidly dropping after the dry season and there are 
shallow ponds with muddy shores, as well as the main 
lake, still holding a good depth of water. Hence habitat for 


the many different birds seen (our list finally made it to 
50!). Highlights here were the three different herons, busy 
Royal Spoonbills, one in breeding plumage, and our bird 
of the morning, at least five Latham’s Snipe. We had 
excellent views of them as they stood in the sun, or moved 
off in horizontal flight. We were thrilled to see the Banded 
Landrail and Spotted Crake, but the Baillon’s Crake was 
secretive and only a few people saw it. 

We tend to take Silver Gulls for granted, and there was a 
flock of a hundred or so there—Barry noted there were at 
least 14 juveniles which is a significant observation at 
present with breeding records for these birds well down. 

The ponds and lake have adjacent bush: mainly eucalypts 
and acacias, with melaleucas and woody understory 
species which provide cover for little bush birds. We saw 
many White Plumed Honeyeaters, but only two New 
Holland Honeyeaters. 

This is a great area to visit with seasonal visitation by a 
regular suite of birds, and chance drop-ins, like our Little 
Eagle (a flyover in this case!) always a possibility. 


Grey Teal 

Eastern Great Egret 

Latham's Snipe 

Australian Magpie 

Chestnut Teal 

White-faced Heron 

Silver Gull 

Willie Wagtail 

Pacific Black Duck 

Nankeen Night-Heron 

Long-billed Corella 

Magpie-lark 

Hardhead 

St raw-necked Ibis 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Australian Reed-Warbler 

Australasian Grebe 

Royal Spoonbill 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

Little Grassbird 

Rock Dove 

Little Eagle 

Red-rumped Parrot 

Welcome Swallow 

Spotted Dove 

Purple Swamphen 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

Common Blackbird 

Crested Pigeon 

Buff-banded Rail 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Common Starling 

Australasian Darter 

Baillon's Crake 

White-browed Scrubwren 

Common Myna 

Little Pied Cormorant 

Australian Spotted Crake 

Brown Thornbill 

House Sparrow 

Little Black Cormorant 

Dusky Moorhen 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

Common Greenfinch 

Australian Pelican 

Eurasian Coot 

Red Wattlebird 


White-necked Heron 

Masked Lapwing 

New Holland Honeyeater 




‘Hoodie’ monitoring 


...Deborah Evans 


I t’s that time of year again—the Hooded Plovers are 
nesting on the Bellarine and Surfcoast (a bit later than 
usual this year) and chicks are hatching out. The high 
tides have played havoc with nests in 
the Collendina area but one of the 
three eggs at the Point Lonsdale nest 
hatched on 14 January and hopefully 
there’ll be more to come along the 
coast. 

A team of local volunteers monitor 
the nesting birds and then the chicks, 
encouraging people to put their dogs 
on leashes and to keep clear of the 
birds till the chicks can fly. Sadly, 


humans and their dogs are not the only threats to the 
chicks—we lost the Point Lonsdale chick to a kestrel just 
on sunset on 25 January. 


The local volunteers can always do 
with a bit of help, especially if warm 
weather brings extra visitors out on 
weekends, so if you can spend a 
couple of hours enjoying the antics of 
the energetic chick(s) and chatting to 
the public as they jog/walk past, 
please contact the local coordinator 
Andrea Dennett on 
andreadennett@bigpond.com or 
phone 5254 2442 or 0439 814 020. 



IE 


Photo: Lachlan Manley 
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Mud Islands excursion—revised bird list 

...Craig Morley 


This bird list supplements the list published in the previous Geelong Naturalist. 35 species for the excursion; for Mud Islands 30 
species (including beachcast Little Penguin) with 6 species breeding and 1 species (Royal Spoonbill) showing indication of breeding. 

Common Name 

No. 


Ruddy Turnstone 

1 

Popes Eye. Loafing on bluestone annulus amongst Gannets. Detected in photo viewed after visit. 

Great Knot 

2 

Mud Islands. In flock of 37 shorebirds offshore S end of Boatswain Island. Identified amongst flock by more rotund 
appearance and proportionately longer bill. 

Jaeger sp. 

1 

S Channel Fort. Brief views, in poor conditions, of a jaeger with a bulkier body and broader wings than an Arctic Jaeger 
flying to SE OH. Possible Pomarine Jaeger. 

Crested Tern 

500e 

S Channel Fort. In 2 colonies, many with scrapes, at least some with 1 or 2 eggs. B 

Silver Gull 

50e 

Mud Islands. Surprisingly few birds. Some at edge of Caspian Tern colony on sandbar to S of Boatswain Island. 


750e 

S Channel Fort. Many nests with eggs and some with chicks and low number of runners. Also some ads hanging 
around the edges of the Crested Tern colonies. B 


lOe 

Popes Eye. 


GFNC excursion—Balyang Sanctuary 
19 January 2013 


W hen Captain Foster Fyans was appointed as Police 
Magistrate to Geelong district in 1837, he set up 
camp at present day Fyansford and began the process of 
siting the township. He rejected the initial proposal to site 
the town at Point Henry and established the town beside 
the Barwon River. He organised the construction of a 
breakwater to ensure a supply of fresh water untainted by 
the tidal flow that originally moved all the way to below 
Buckley’s Falls. 

Balyang was an aboriginal man who guided and 
accompanied Capt. Fyans in the early days. By 1845, 
Fyans had purchased land beside the Barwon River to 
build his home which he named ‘Bellbird Balyang’. Floods 
forced him to abandon the site—some of the bluestone 
was used to build what is now Redpath’s Antiques in 
Shannon Avenue. 

Fyan’s Swamp, and the surrounding flood plain, was 
reserved by the City of Newtown in 1959. The old Princes 
Bridge crossed the Barwon at the end of Marnock Rd. The 
new bridge was opened in 1965, on an elevated roadway 


...Barry Lingham 

at the extension of Shannon Avenue. In 1970, a plan was 
adopted for a new park and Balyang Sanctuary was 
officially opened in 1973. The area had always been a 
haven for water birds, but the new ponds helped extend 
the available wetlands. Modifications to the inlet to the 
main pond and the creation of an extensive reed bed 
system in the past 10 years improved the water quality of 
the wetland. 

Today, we are privileged to enjoy a wetland and park that 
hosts a wide range of birdlife. The GFNC excursion to 
Balyang allowed us to closely observe many waterfowl 
and some of the secretive waterbirds such as Latham’s 
Snipe and various crakes and rails that appreciate the 
exposed mud created as water levels have dropped over 
summer. 

Highlights of the day included watching a male Darter 
feeding a nestling and watching a mixed flock of Sulphur- 
crested Cockatoos, Long-billed Corellas and Little Corellas 
feeding on pine cones beside the Barwon River. A very 
pleasant morning was experienced by all those attending. 


Grey Teal 
Chestnut Teal 

Northern Mallard. Nine farmyard 
duck (various colours) 

Pacific Black Duck 
Hardhead 

Australasian Grebe 
Rock Dove 
Spotted Dove 
Crested Pigeon 

Australasian Darter. Nests on sth 
side of Barwon River. 4 large 
fluffy young. 1 dead. 6 or more 
extra nests. 

Little Pied Cormorant. 3 or more 
nests with Darters on Barwon 
River bank. 

Little Black Cormorant 


Australian Pelican 
White-necked Heron 
Eastern Great Egret 
White-faced Heron 
Nankeen Night-Heron 
Royal Spoonbill 
Purple Swamphen 
Buff-banded Rail 
Australian Spotted Crake 
Dusky Moorhen 
Eurasian Coot 
Latham's Snipe 
Silver Gull 

Long-billed Corella. Many feeding 
on pine cones in one tree near 
Princes Bridge with a few 
Little Corellas and a Sulphur- 
crested Cockatoo. 


Little Corella. A few with, many 
Long-billed Corellas and a 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo all 
feeding on pine cones in one 
tree near Princes Bridge. 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo. One 
with group of a few Little 
Corellas and many Long-billed 
Corellas feeding on pine 
cones in one tree near Princes 
Bridge. 

Rainbow Lorikeet 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 


Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 
Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail. Nest above Barwon 
River. 

Little Raven 
Magpie-lark 

Australian Reed-Warbler. 

Collecting nesting material. 
Little Grassbird 
Common Blackbird 
Common Myna 
House Sparrow 
Common Greenfinch 

48 species 
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Titan Arum Amorphophallus titanum 


...Deborah Evans 


T he first flowering in botanic gardens in Victoria of this 
wonderful Sumatran plant (whose name means 
‘misshapen giant phallus’) occurred on Christmas Day 
2012 at the Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne. There 
have only been 80 flowerings of Amorphophallus titanum 
in cultivation since 1990, and up till then there had only 
been 21 flowerings in cultivation since it was first 
discovered by Europeans (by the Italian botanist Odoardo 
Beccari) in 1878. 

I was lucky enough to see ‘ours’ before it flowered and 
then a few days later in flower, but too late for the smell of 
rotting flesh to be obvious. I only had 
to queue for about an hour, but 
apparently people were queuing for 
up to 21/2 hours that morning. Maybe 
there is still hope for the planet if 
people will queue as long as that to 
see (and smell) a flower—or more 
correctly, the largest unbranched 
inflorescence in the world. The final 
height of the inflorescence was 180 
cm with a width of 85 cm. The 
number of visitors was estimated at 
over 20 000! 

Each year since the tuber was 
received from the Royal Botanic 
Gardens in Sydney seven years ago, 
the plant has put up a leaf-like 
structure and the staff have held their 
collective breath to see if it would 
develop into a leaf or a flower. For six 
years it was leaves, which busily 
stacked food into the tuber, 
increasing it dramatically in size each 
year. Once the leaf died down each 
year, Gardens staff lifted the tuber, 
held it in a dry condition for a couple 
of months or so and then re-potted it 
in clean potting mix (soil hygiene is critical and nematodes 
in particular are apparently a problem). The final tuber 
weighed about 34 kg, starting from 1.014 kg when it came 
from Sydney. 

Whether this tuber is now ‘finished’ or whether it will be 
able to go back to a leaf-producing cycle for 3-7 years or 
so and may then flower again is not clear—the experts 
differ. (Six or seven years is a common cycle for flowering, 
though as few as three years between flowering has been 
noted, and three times in succession in the Bonn Botanic 
Gardens, Germany, who seem to have pioneered much of 
the successful cultivation of Titan Arums.) 

The plant on public display is not the only one the RBG 
Melbourne has. There is a second one (three years old) at 


leaf stage in the pot next to the main one (see photo), and 
another at a non-public location that flowered on 
5 January 2013. That one had a 24 kg tuber (from 0.706 
kg when it arrived from Sydney) and reached a height of 
over two metres. 

The staff collected pollen from the first flower on the 
Saturday (29 December) to dry and freeze it to fertilise 
their other plants, or to send to other gardens to fertilise 
their flowers to increase the genetic diversity in the 
cultivated populations. 

The flowers are right down at the 
base of the ‘skirt’ (the spathe), with 
the red female flowers in a ring below 
the yellow male ones. The female 
flowers are receptive first (and only 
for a short time), followed a couple of 
days later by the pollen in the male 
flowers, thus reducing the chance of 
self-pollination—pollination is usually 
be flies or beetles in the wild. In order 
to preserve the plant for public 
viewing for as long as possible, the 
staff collected the pollen by making a 
careful incision and then closing it 
back up again. Some of this pollen 
was used to attempt to pollinate the 
second plant (no results available 
when going to print with this article). 
Once the inflorescences had died 
right back, samples and tissues were 
collected for storage in the National 
Herbarium of Victoria collection. The 
sections of spadix and spathe will be 
pressed and dried, and the flowers 
preserved in a special alcohol 
solution (70% ethanol and 5% 
glycerol). 

Do go onto the Gardens Facebook page to see the photos 
and more details of the ‘surgical’ techniques and the time- 
lapse video of the flowering—it really is spectacular. 

References 

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, Titan Arum, factsheet. 
Neville Walsh, conservation botanist, RBG Melbourn (pers 
comm) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch7YZEk_MQoc 
https://www.facebook.com/BotanicGardensMelbourne 
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/rare-corpse-flower- 
raises-a-stink-20121226-2bvp2.html 
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/second-corpse-flower-a 
-bloomin-miracle-20130104- 
2c90c.html#ixzz2J4548Vsh 



Amorphophallus titanium, flowering plant (left), 
foliage of second plant (right). 

Photo: Deborah Evans 
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Butterfly report 


... Valda Dedman 


S ummertime is the time of the Browns, first the 

Common Browns, both male and female interacting, 
then just the males. Just before Christmas there were 
wonderful displays of butterflies feeding at the flowering 
grasstree spike in the Twentieth Century Garden at that 
butterfly hotspot, the Geelong Botanic Gardens. Twenty to 
thirty butterflies at a time, in a mix of Common Browns and 
Yellow Admirals, some of which David Tytherleigh has put 
together in a montage. In January we start to see the 
smaller, darker Xenicas. 

There are four local butterflies to which we give the name 
of Xenica, two Geitoneura species and two Oreixenica. All 
of them fly close to the ground; the Geitoneuras, the 
Ringed and the Marbled Xenica, both have a slow jerky 
flight, while the Orixenicas, the Silver and the Striped, 
have a slow weak flight. Both the latter two species roost 
at night; the Silver in loose clusters in Carex swamps and 
the Striped in large numbers on grass tussocks. 

Geitoneura males have a sex-mark on the forewing, 
consisting of a nearly straight oblique band of dull blackish 
raised scales. In autumn each Silver Xenica female hovers 
above the grass, closely followed by a number of males. 
Our present records do not include any Silver Xenicas, but 
they are known historically from the Otways and the 
Brisbane Ranges. The Xenicas get their common names 
from the underwing patterning of their hindwings—big 


round eyespots on the Ringed, grey-brown marbling on 
the Marbled, stripes and a silvery-white band on the 
Striped and extensive bright silvery-white markings on the 
Silver which is significantly smaller than the superficially 
similar Ringed Xenica. They all live in open forest and 
woodland. 

Observers: DHe, Dean Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GF, Glenn 
Fletcher, GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JH, Joe Hubbard; JN, John Newman; 
MHe, Marilyn Hewish; SI, Shona Innes; TP, Trevor Pescott; VWD, Valda 
Dedman 



Mating Common Grass-blues Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Montane Ochre 

06/12/12 

Brisbane Ranges, Little River Picnic Ground, 1 photographed 

SI, TP 

Greenish Grass-dart 

06/12/12 

Belmont, present 

JH 

Cabbage White 

06/12/12 

Little River Picnic Ground, a few 

SI, TP 

Ringed Xenica 

01/01/13 

Brisbane Ranges, Sapling Gully, 1 photographed 

MHe 


18/01/13 

Southern Lerderderg Gorge. 1, photographed 

MHe, DHe 

Marbled Xenica 

14/01/13 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, several with Common Browns, photographed 

MHe 

Common Brown 

27/11/12 

Belmont, m & f mating in garage 

JH 


02/12/12 

Belmont, Victoria Tee, a few m & f present 

TP 


06/12/12 

Brisbane Ranges, Anakie Gorge, a few 

SI, TP 


06/12/12 

Brisbane Ranges, Little River picnic ground, a few males swarming on a Black Wattle trunk. Flew 
off when approached. No evidence of sucking sap, phoographed 

SI, TP 


08/12/12 

Belmont, present, buddleia popular with them 

JH 


23/12/12 

Geelong Botanic Gardens, many m & f feeding on flowers of grasstree spike with Yellow Admirals, 
photographed 

DTy 


27/12/12 

Belmont, now females flying 

JH 


02/01/13 

Brisbane Ranges NP, hundreds, exhilarating 

JH 


08/01/13 

You Yangs, many swarming on trunk of a Sugar Gum, photographed 

TP 


14/01/13 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, many m & f flying together 

GMc 


18/01/13 

Southern Lerderderg Gorge, no females many males, 

MHe 

Shouldered Brown 

02/01/13 

Brisbane Ranges NP, many, hard to quantify 

JH 

Australian Painted Lady 

01/12/12 

Yaugher, 1 

TP 


06/12/12 

Belmont, present 

JH 


06/12/12 

Brisbane Ranges, Aeroplane Rd, many 

SI, TP 


27/12/12 

Belmont, present 

JH 


17/12/12 

Belmont, present 

JH 

Yellow Admiral 

01/12/12 

Yaugher, 1 (Nettles left in garden to provide larval food supply) 

TP 


06/12/12 

Belmont, present 

JH 


06/12/12 

Brisbane Ranges, Aeroplane Rd, many 

SI, TP 


08/12/12 

Belmont, present 

JH 


23/12/12 

Geelong Botanic Gardens, many feeding on flowers of grasstree spike with Common Browns 

DTy 


08/01/13 

You Yangs, many swarming with Common Browns on trunk of a Sugar Gum 

TP 

Varied Dusky-blue 

06/12/12 

Brisbane Ranges, Aeroplane Rd, 1 

SI, TP 

Saltbush Blue 

27/01/13 

Barwon Estuary, common in Atriplex 

TF, GF 

Long-tailed Pea-blue 

06/12/12 

Belmont, present 

JH 


08/12/12 

Ocean Grove Woodlands Drive, 6 around garden in afternoon 

TF 

Common Grass-blue 

06/12/12 

Belmont, present 

JH 


19/01/13 

East Geelong, 2 mating, photographed 

DTy 
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Photos: Trevor Pescott 



Collage of butterflies on a grasstree in the Geelong Botanical Gardens Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Geelong’s gumtrees—Wreck Beach Track, Moonlight Head 

...Trevor Pescott 


M oonlight Head is at the western end of the Otway 
Ranges, and is at the edge of the area covered in 
this ‘Geelong’s Gumtrees’ series—but it is here that two 
extremely interesting trees are found. One is a very rare 
subspecies, the other a variety of a common species, and 
both are well worth having a close look at. 


The first has the unlikely common name of Mallee Manna 
Gum, Eucalyptus splendens subsp. arcane. It is a 



Large-flowered Swamp Gum Photo: Trevor Pescott 



Mallee Manna Gum Photo: Trevor Pescott 


rounded, stunted tree growing to no more than about six 
metres tall, but usually rather less than that. Dean Nicolle 
(2006) writes that the Mallee Manna Gum, also called the 
Carpenter Rocks Gum, was originally known from a single 
population spanning about a kilometre near Carpenter 
Rocks in south-east South Australia. But it was later 
located in Victoria ‘near Moonlight Head on the Otway 
coast, where less than 50 individual plants grow on a 
slight slope overlooking the coast on orange clay over 
limestone, in low scrub with E. baxteri, E. ovata and E. 
willisii. ’ E. splendens subsp. splendens is a Victorian 
endemic, found only in a small area in the Mt Richmond 
region near Portland. It is known as the Mt Richmond 
Apple-jack and is superficially similar to the unrelated 
Rough-barked Manna Gum E. viminalis subsp. 
cygnetensis which in turn is, according to Nicolle, confined 
to the south-west of Victoria. This is outside our study 
area. 

The second of the trees is the Large-flowered Swamp 
Gum E. ovatav ar. grandiflora. It resembles the typical 
Swamp Gum E. ovata var. ovata but the buds, flowers, 
seed capsules and leaves, although similar in shape, are 
considerably larger. An average of 20 capsules of var. 
ovata from Blanket Bay Road, Cape Otway were 6.5 mm 
wide, while a comparative number of var. grandiflora were 
8.9 mm. 

Mallee Manna Gums and the Large-flowered Swamp 
Gums, as well as stunted, ground-hugging Brown 
Stringybarks E. baxteri, were in flower when I visited 
Wreck Beach Track at Moonlight Head on 6 January 2013. 
Swamp Gums var. ovata were also present. According to 
Otways resident Judi Forester, a stunted form of the Bog 
Gum E. kitsoniana is to be found on the cliff-top in the 
same area, but I didn’t see it during my recent visit. 

References: 

Nicolle, Dean (2006) Eucalypts of Victoria and Tasmania 


Additions to the library 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Y ou can now view the GFNC library catalogue on our 
webpage—look under the first tab (Activities) and click 
on ‘Our library’. There you will find three PDF files and you 
can choose between Dewey order, author order or title 
order. 

The following books have been added to the library: 

Defending the Little Desert, Libby Robin, 1998 [333.78 
ROB] 

Flora of Australia: Vol. 18 Podostemaceae to 
Combretaceae, 1990 [581.994 FLO] 


Plant Names: a Guide to Botanical Nomenclature, Royal 
Botanical Gardens, 1990 [581.014 RBG] 

Moths of Victoria: Part 1 Silk Moths and Allies — 
Bombcoidea 2nd edn, Peter Marriott, 2012 [598.78 
MAR] 

Moths of Victoria: Part 4 Emeralds and Allies — 

Geometridae (B), Peter Mariott, 2012 [598.78 MAR] 
Snakes, Lizards and Frogs of the Victorian Mallee, Michael 
Swan & Simon Watherow, 2005 [597.90 SWA] 

The Once and Future Moon, Paul Spudis, 1996 [523.3 
SPU] 
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Australian Naturalists Network 


The Australian Naturalists Network (ANN) which was founded by 
Dick Southcombe, has been running biennial Get-Togethers and 
maintaining a national register of natural history clubs for many 
years now. At present it is a relatively informal network and not an 
incorporated body such as GFNC or SEANA (South East Australian 
Naturalists’ Association Inc.). 

At the last Get-Together in Canberra in 2012 a number of 
suggestions were made about the future direction for ANN 
(including possible incorporation). A meeting to form an Interim 
Steering Committee and to discuss these suggestions is being held 
on 13 April 2013 in the FNCV Hall in Blackburn with teleconference 
facilities to connect country members and those from other states. 

Agenda and background information are available from Deborah 
Evans (hard or soft copy). 

If you’ve been involved with ANN Get-Togethers and are keen to 
see ANN continue actively in the future and would like to attend the 
meeting, please contact: 

John Gregurke: 

1 John St, Wendouree Vic 3355 
jgregurke1@bigpond.com; 5339 4993 or 0408 353 671 


Clean Up Australia Day 

9-11 a.m., Sunday 3 March 2012 

Bird hide, Jerringot Reserve, Belmont 
(Melway 452 All) 

We are going to take part in Clean Up Australia 
Day as usual down at Jerringot. The actual clean 
up usually doesn’t take long, but as CoGG is 
currently working on a Management Plan for the 
Jerringot wetlands, this would be a great 
opportunity to come down and have a look 
around this special place that GFNC has been so 
involved with over the years. 

So join us at 9.00 a.m. for the clean up or about 
10.30 for morning tea and a stroll. 

Bring: Gloves, sturdy footwear or gumboots (as 
there are ‘critturs in them thar swamps’), hat, 
sunscreen, sunglasses, water, morning tea if 
desired. 

Leaders: Dennis Greenwell, ph. 0408 108 992 or 
Deborah Evans, ph. 5243 8687 


What else has been seen 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Long-necked Turtle, Balyang, on log on edge of island, 
11/12/12. (JH) 



Photo: Joe Hubbard 


Koala, Crossing Picnic Area, Brisbane Ranges NP, 2/1/13 
(JH) 

Wirilda Wattle and Wire-leaf Mistletoe, flowering Lake 
Victoria, 16/1/13. (JH) 

Sweet Bursaria, Purple Loosestrife, Moonah and 
Lightwood flowering Fyansford, Barwon River, 22/1/13. (JH) 

Moths, flying in courtyard Belmont. Tiny, showing coppery 
colours especially when lit by early morning sun. Probably 
same found on wall—upper wings blues, greys. Underwings 
coppery. 12/1/13. (JH) 



Plague Soldier Beetles, Point Lonsdale 6/1/2013 

Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 

‘Plague soldier beetles (Chauliognathus lugubris) are 
attracted in large numbers to a great range of flowering 
plants. They feed on the pollen and nectar, but also eat other, 
smaller insects that arrive on the flowers. Their bright colours 
are a warning to potential predators that they taste horrible 
and can be poisonous. The larvae live on the soil surface 
where they are also predatory.’ Horne, P and Crawford, D 
(2005) Backyard Insects, Miegunyah Press 
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OBPs on the Bellarine Peninsula 


wrap-up of OBP things for 20f2 ... 

OBP sightings on our local patch for 2012 

• A juvenile (banded at Melaleuca from breeding season 
2011/12) was seen and photographed at Airey’s Inlet in 
April. It was near the main bridge over Painkalac Creek 
and it is well worth those of you who are down that way 
in autumn 2013 keeping an eye out for migrating birds 
in unexpected areas. 

• Two adults were observed in saltmarsh near Breamlea, 
in July, a week before the official survey. 

• One adult observed at Swan Bay in September. 


...Craig Morley* 

volunteered their time and efforts to complete the surveys 
in 2012—a wonderful contribution. About 20 of these 
participants were new to the Bellarine Peninsula OBP 
Working Group and there are now well over 300 entries on 
the contact list! Thank you! 

OBP survey dates for 2013 

Please put these in your diaries for next year and I look 
forward to working with many of you to survey for Orange- 
bellied Parrots and Blue-winged Parrots in 2013. It has 
been agreed that the survey dates will be the week-ends 
of 18-19 May, 27-28 July and 14-15 Sept. 


Volunteers for 2012 

Once more a huge thank you to all who have helped 
during the 2012 OBP season, whether it was helping with 
surveys, identifying plant species, providing photos, 
offering feed-back on the draft proposal, allowing access 
to your land or simply providing much appreciated 
encouragement by way of emails, texts or phone calls. A 
very BIG thank you to each of you. Over 60 observers 


If you would like more information about OBPs or would 
like to register as a volunteer for the 2013 OBP surveys, 
please make contact with Craig .... 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com or telephone 5221 4604. 

*Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Working Group 
Co-ordinator 


Bird observations 
December 2012-January 2013 


N ow that wetlands in northern Victoria are drying, we 
have experienced an influx of water birds. Australian 
Spotted Crakes have been seen at many local freshwater 
wetlands; the rarer and shyer Spotted Crake has also been 
noted, along with Baillon’s Crakes and Buff-banded Rails. 

Freckled Duck and Pink-eared Duck have been noted at 
several sites that they rarely visit. Good numbers of 
Banded Stilts and Red-necked Avocets are present at 
several locations. Red-kneed Dotterels are now present at 
many sites, with flocks of more than 100 birds around 
Hospital Swamp. 

One of our rarest waterbirds, the Painted Snipe was 
located at Hospital Swamp, adding to the amazing list of 
birds from that site over the past six months. Pacific 
Golden Plovers have been seen in good numbers near the 
Bellarine coast. 

Large flocks of Curlew Sandpipers have also been noted. 
However, few Ruddy Turnstones have been seen this year 
and the numbers of Eastern Curlew continue to decline. 
Eastern Koels have continued to be reported from around 
the Highton/Newtown area. These birds parasitise Red 
Wattlebird nests, so keep a look out for any wattlebirds 
feeding strange youngsters! Brush Cuckoos are another 
unusual species observed lately. 

Spotted Harriers present a hazard to bird watchers driving 
around Geelong as it is difficult to concentrate on driving 


...Barry Lingham 

when these stunning birds are close by. Some parrot 
species start to move back out of the forests. The large 
numbers of Blue-winged Parrots near Anglesea can be 
expected to return to the farmland and wetlands on the 
Bellarine Peninsula over the next month. Gang-gang 
Cockatoos are on the move, with some recently reported 
from Barwon Heads. 

Chestnut-rumped Heathwren are not often reported, but 
the heathland around Anglesea to Wensleydale is the best 
place to look. A White-throated Needletail was also noted 
there—have been very few sightings of ‘swifts’ over the 
past two years. 

The local bird populations and species numbers are 
excellent at present, signified by the extraordinary 152 
species noted during the Bellarine Challenge Bird Count in 
December. Get out and enjoy our marvellous birds while 
numbers at a peak. 

Observers: 

AHa, Angus Hartshorn; BL, Barry Lingham; BGp, Bird Group 
Excursion; BML, Bernie Lingham; BWo, Bev Wood; CBC, 
Challenge Bird Count; DHe, Dean Hewish; DR, David Rantall; 

DTy, David Tytherleigh; GT, Graeme Tribe; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, 
John Newman; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; PT, Peter Turner; RGa, 

Rob Ganly; TFI, Tom Fletcher 

[The following observations are only a fraction of those submitted. 
All reports will be published in the Geelong Bird Reporf\ 
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Species 

Num. 

Date 

Comment 

Observers 

Magpie Goose 

7 

12/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. Flying and landing in reeds. 

TFI 


7 

19/1/12013 

Reedy Lake, Whitehorse Rd. 

JDg 

Musk Duck 

45 

02/12/2012 

Pt Lonsdale, Lake Victoria. 

CBC 


1 

15/01/2013 

Freshwater Lake. Unusual here. 

BL 

Freckled Duck 

129 

21/11/2012 

L Murdeduke. Private lake near L Murdeduke. 

TL 


1 

02/12/2012 

Pt Lonsdale, Lake Victoria. Very rarely recorded at location. Prob 1st record. 

CBC 


70+ 

02/12/2012 

Drysdale, Lake Lome. Across S part of lake. 

CBC 


117 

27/12/2012 

L Lome. Large numbers 

TL 


3 

15/01/2013 

Freshwater Lake. Unusual here. 

BL 

Pink-eared Duck 

1 

02/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. Very rarely recorded at this location. 

CBC 

Australasian Shoveler 

1 

27/11/2012 

Ocean Grove, Blue Waters Lake. Female. 

BL;BML 


10 

02/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. Also 7 on 12/12/12 (TFI) 

CBC 

Blue-billed Duck 

16+ 

15/01/2013 

Freshwater Lake. Unusual here. 

BL 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

31/12/2012 

Belmont Common. Imm in nest tree. Nesting first noted by DTy on 14/10/12. 

DTy 

Brush Bronzewing 

2 

24/11/2012 

Anglesea, Coalmine Rd. 

AHa 

White-throated Needletail 

1 

28/12/2012 

Wensleydale, Aireys-Bambra Rd nr No 2 Rd. Flew low o/h, hugging ridge 
contour. Returned 5 minutes later. 

JN 

Little Penguin 

1 

15/01/2013 

Barwon Estuary, 5 km up-river. Swimming and fishing contentedly! 

JN,TL 

Australasian Darter 

3 

24/11/2012 

Brisbane Ranges, Durdidwarrah S reservoir. 3 Ms. 

CBC 


1 

02/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. F or imm at a distance. 

CBC 


1 

02/12/2012 

Drysdale, Lake Lome. M. 

CBC 


1 

02/12/2012 

Bellbrae, Flaxbournes Rd farm dam. 

CBC 


16 

24/01/2013 

Balyang Sanctuary. 6+ nests in poplars on south bank of river. Young birds out 
of nests; several adults sitting; nest being rebuilt; mating observed. 

BGp 

Nankeen Night-Heron 

8 

13/01/2013 

Barwon Estuary. Rarely seen on estuary. Present for 8 days. 

GT 


1 

20/01/2013 

Blue Waters Lake. Uncommon here. 

BML 

Glossy Ibis 

13 

06/12/2012 

St Albans Park, Coppard Rd, Barwon flood plain, (also 19 on 20/12) 

BL 


2 

26/12/2012 

Reedy Lake. Scattered on muddy shoreline. 

JN 


10 

24/01/2013 

Hospital Swamp. Uncommon. 12 on 26/1/13 

TL 

Spotted Harrier 

1 

12/12/2012 

Little River, Princes Fwy. Close view. 

JN 


2 

14/12/2012 

Corio. Princes Hwy near Beckley Park. Imm. Ad bird at same site 21/12/12 

TL 


1 

29/12/2012 

Avalon Airport. 

MHe;DHe 


1 

29/01/2013 

Fyansford, Ring Rd, near Moorabool Bridge. Flew close to vehicle. 

JDg 


1 

13/01/2013 

Pt Henry. Point Henry Rd, near windmill. Harassing solitary Red-necked Avocet, 
forcing it to dive below surface. 

DTy 

Little Eagle 

1 

24/01/2013 

Balyang Sanctuary. Flying overhead 

BGp 

Lewin's Rail 

3 

21/01/2013 

Duck Is. Calling. Appears to be a stronghold for this rarely seen rail. 

TL 

Baillon's Crake 

1 

09/01/2012 

Ocean Grove, Blue Waters Lake. In reeds at inlet. 

BL;BML 


1 

02/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Lake Rd. Lignum swamp. 

CBC 


1 

24/01/2013 

Balyang Sanctuary. Flew into reeds 

AH, PT 


1 

26/01/2013 

Hospital Swamp. 

JN,TL 

Australian Spotted Crake 

20+ 

26/12/2012 

Reedy Lake. Scattered on muddy shoreline. 

JN 


4 

14/01/2013 

Jerringot, In front of bird hide. 

JN 


5 

20/01/2013 

Blue Waters Lake, Significant number. 

BML 


2 

20/01/2013 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

RGa 


1 

24/01/2013 

Balyang Sanctuary. Amongst reeds along margin of southern pond 

BGp 


30+ 

26/01/2013 

Hospital Swamp, 

JN,TL 

Spotless Crake 

1 

14/01/2013 

Jerringot. In front of bird hide. Also 1 on 16/1 (DTy) 

JN 


1 

20/01/2013 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

RGa 


1 

26/01/2013 

Hospital Swamp. 

JN,TL 


1 

19/1/12013 

Reedy Lake, O'Halloran's Rd. 

JDg 

Black-tailed Native-hen 

15 

02/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Lake Rd. Lignum swamp. 19 on 12/12/12 (TFI) 

CBC 


2 

03/12/2012 

L Victoria. 

AHa 


15+ 

9/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Groves Rd end. 

JN 


5 

20/01/2013 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

RGa 

Black-winged Stilt 

382 

9/12/2012 

Armstrong Creek, Groves Rd. swamp. 

JN 

Red-necked Avocet 

50 

02/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp. Also 15 on 12/12/12/ (TFI) 

CBC 


P 

02/12/2012 

Lake Connewarre, Tait Pt. Mixed flock of 1000+ on delta with Banded Stilts. Also 
143 on 2/1/13 (RGa). 

CBC 


50e 

02/12/2012 

Pt Lonsdale, Lake Victoria. 

CBC 


200+ 

05/12/2012 

Moolap Salt Works, Pumphouse ponds. With Banded Stilts in flock of 1000+ 

JN 


1 

03/01/2013 

St Leonards Salt Lagoon. 

DR 

Banded Stilt 

1750 

24/11/2012 

L Murdeduke. Large gathering. 

TL 


200+ 

02/12/2012 

Moolap Saltworks, Ponds near AHL. Alsoc800 on 5/12/12 (JN) 

DTy 


50 

02/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp. 

CBC 


200e 

02/12/2012 

Pt Lonsdale, Lake Victoria. 

CBC 


1 

27/12/2012 

L Murtnaghurt. Water level dropped lately. 

TL 


c200 

31/12/2012 

St Leonards Salt Lagoon, Not seen after New Years Eve fireworks. 

DR 

Pacific Golden Plover 

1 

23/12/2012 

Salt Marsh, L Connewarre GR. Unusual call noted. Flew off towards Black Rock. 
Also 8 on 10/1/13 (TL). 

JN,TL 


41 

27/12/2012 

L Murtnaghurt. Roosting on succulent plants. Also 31 on 10/1/13 

TL 

Grey Plover 

6 

15/01/2013 

L Connewarre, Delta area. 

JN,TL 


33 

21/01/2013 

Mud Is. Mixed flock of Red Knot, Great knot, Grey Plover and Ruddy Turnstone. 

TL 

Hooded Plover 

4 

14/12/2012 

Ocean Grove, 8W, Aldabaran Rd. Nest with 2 hatched young. 1st breeding at 
this site for over 20 years. 

BWo 


3 

14/01/2013 

Pt Lonsdale. Chick hatched on 14/1 near SLSC. Parents moved chick about 1.2 
km west. Chick taken by kestrel on 25/1 just before sunset. 

AD 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

50e 

02/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Lake Rd. Lignum swamp; 15. Hospital Swamp Rd; 35e. 

CBC 


100+ 

12/12/2012 

Hospital Swamp, Hospital Swamp Rd. One large flock. 

TFI 


30+ 

26/12/2012 

Reedy Lake, Scattered on muddy shoreline. 

JN 

Australian Painted Snipe 

1 

21/11/2012 

L Murdeduke, Private lake near L Murdeduke. Rarely seen. 

TL 


2 

26/01/2013 

Hospital Swamp. Rarely sighted in the Geelong area. 

JN,TL 
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GFNC excursion 
Saturday 16 February 2013 

Mt Rothwell 

Biodiversity Interpretation Centre 

Mt Rothwell is home to a wide range of native mammals 
including Eastern Quoll (now extinct in Victoria although it was 
once abundant locally), Eastern Barred Bandicoot, Brush-tailed 
Rock Wallaby and Rufous Bettong. It covers 400 ha of native 
vegetation on a granite landscape, and is surrounded by a 
predator-proof fence to restrict access by cats and foxes. Our 
visit will involve a guided night walk when we can expect some 
of the many animals that live here. 

Meet : at the sanctuary; travel out the Geelong-Bacchus Marsh 
Road for 21 km from the Ring Road, and turn right onto Little 
River-Ripley Road (sign-posted Little River). After 5.2 km turn 
right onto Mt Rothwell Road at the crest of a small rise and 
travel 1.4 km to the main gate. Close the gate after entering 
and drive to the car park. We will meet at the buildings and 
picnic area. 

It is suggested you bring a picnic tea, or bbq, so you will need 
to be at the picnic area by about 7.00 p.m. to allow adequate 
time before the scheduled walk start time. 

Timing : Our guided walk will begin after sunset (scheduled 
tonight 8.20 p.m.) but you will need to be at the meeting place 
by about 8.00 p.m. 

Bring: insect repellent, a small torch to watch where you are 
walking—our guide Dave will have the appropriate spotlight for 
viewing the animals. Binoculars may be helpful for extra-close- 
up viewing. 

Dress appropriately—the nights can become quite cold. 

Cost: $25 per person, under 17 years $15. Payment is 
preferred tonight, but it can be made on the night. 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 12 March 2013 
Alpine plants 
Frank Scheeles 


GBG Meeting Rooms, 7.00 p.m. for a cuppa before a 7.30 start. 
Contact: John Bell 5261 3543 solea1@bigpond.com 


Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday 28 February 2013 
Lake Lome and McLeods Holes 
Leader: Craig Morley 

Meet: 9 a.m. at the Drysdale Railway Station. Drysdale 
(Melways Map 456 FI 2 ed 32). 

Finish: about 12 noon ... or you might like to stay for lunch 
after the excursion. 

Bring: Telescopes, binoculars, sunscreen, drinks, water, 
morning tea, suitable clothing incl. hat and good walking shoes/ 
boots and field guides etc. And lunch if you’d like to stay on. 
Enquiries: Craig 5221 4604 

Lynne Clarke has agreed to take on role of Bird Group 
Excursion Convener. We have plans in place for excursions in 
March and April 2013. Lynne would greatly appreciate receiving 
suggestions or offers for excursions for the rest of 2013. 

Lynne Clarke: 043939 0801 or email alvnneclarke@omail.com 


Updated 

Over summer GFNC’s webpage and Facebook page have 
been updated. Please consider bookmarking them, checking 
them out regularly and contributing. 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 

http://www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


Mammal trapping 

We now have our Animal Ethics Committee Permit (AEC 27.12) 
and will receive the DSE and Parks Victoria permits shortly. 

The first fauna survey for 2013 is planned for this month at the 
Dog Rocks Sanctuary. 

Thursday 21 February: 1.00 p.m. meet at the entrance to 
the Dog Rocks Sanctuary (travel along Ballarat Road through 
Batesford and after crossing the bridge, turn left onto Dog 
Rocks Road; this will lead you straight to the entrance). 

Set the Elliott and funnel traps. 

Friday 22 February: 7.00 a.m. to check the traps 

6.00 p.m. to set the harp traps. 
Saturday 23 February: 7.00 a.m. to check the traps. 

6.00 p.m. to set the harp traps 

Sunday 24 February: 7.00 a.m. to check and collect the 

traps. 

For further details contact Trevor at ppescott@optusnet.com.au 


Mailing roster 

February: Jan Venters 
March: John Miro 
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Coming events 


FEBRUARY 2013 

MARCH 2013 

5 

General Meeting: 

3 

‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot. Leaders: Dennis 

12 

Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 


Greenwell and Deborah Evans 

16 

Excursion (Saturday evening): Mt Rothwell 

5 

General Meeting 

21 

Bird Group: Tim McKellar 

12 

Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Alpine 

28 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Drysdale 


Plants—Frank Scheeles 



17 

Excursion: 



21 

Bird Group: Meeting 



28 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 26 February 2013 . 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning— 
to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: lphelan@bigpond.com.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 


The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern 
Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
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